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NARRATIVE REPORT FOR THE SULLYS HILL NATIONAL GAME PRESERVE

Period =~ November 1, 1938 to January 31, 1939.

WEATHER = We have had very nice weather for this period. It was
a little colder during Movemher that it is usually but it was warmer during
December and January than the weather is normally. We did not have much
snow until after the end of December, We had a hard time to capture animals
in the corral due to the mild weather and much food out in the open pasture
they would not go into the corrales The snow fall for the period and the
moisture in the snow is as follows:

Received-,Moisture in snow. Amount Above or below normal.

November 704" 50" «13" Dbelow,
December 568 «43" o1l "
J'a,nuary 5e6 e 43" o2 L

The average temperature for November was three degreea on the average
colder that the weather is usually; for December the weather was milder and
on an average it was 507 degrees above normal and for January the temperature
has been 7,7 degrees above normal. As can be noticed above we have received
18,6" of snow during the three month but there was only 1l,45" of moisture
in the snow, For the period we are behind receiving the normal amount of
moisture of ,44", This 1s not so much to be behing but when it continues
month after month it can be noticed that the ground is very dry and much \
moisture is needed for all uses, a‘G}

WILD LIFE - At the end of January 1939 there were 19 buffa}gf/gg_

J J / o
elk, 18 Canada Geese, 13 white tail deer and 5 beaver on the Sullys Hill

flame Preserve, ngg of the remaining elk had been slaughtered on January

30th, and were shipped to a purchaser on Feb., 1, 1939, They were checked
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against the Sale of Surplus Animals during Pebruary 1939,) During November

v/
one buffalo (1l year old bull) was slaughtered and sold for meate One three

year old bull elk“gas slaughtered and sold to eat and one Q;ﬁ_pg}}mg}glwas
slaughtered and given to the Indian Agency at FPt. Totten for meat for the
Indians, No animals were disposed of during December because the elk could
not be captured in the corral due to the mild weather and there being much
grass for them to get in the open pasture.rnuring January the following
game animals were disposed of: One burralg; 1% year old bull was donated
to the city of Little Falls, Minnesota; one l¥ year old bull buffalo was

slaughtered

and sold for meat and one female of the seme age was disposed
of alive to a private individual, Of the elk,/;wo 0ld bull elk were

. 8laughtered for meat and turned over (donated) to the Fte _Totten Inqigp
Agency for the Indians, one lf year old ramglevelk'é;s given to the city

of Little Falls, Minnesota and three elk Iarel;laughtered and sold for meate
This winter we had more calls for game animals for meat than we were able to
supplye The animals could have all been disposed of that were for sale early
in December if they could have been captured,

The enimals are all doing very well and are in good shape, The buffalo
have been eating much hay during the period but the elk have not wanted but
little hay except during January when the snow become deeper and deepers The
elk do not come for hay much until the weather becomes extra cold and the snow
deep, The elk have been feeding much on the grmsen brush that has been left
from work on the experimental openings. Part of the deer come up of a night

and a morning for whole oats that is put out for them. As soon as the

beaver commence to come outside their winter house, they will be trapped so

no more damage will be done to the trees eround the small lake,
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The lafganada Geese and 24 mallard ducks are kept in the bird yard
near the buildings. They have been kepﬂ;nside during the colder days and
turned outside during the nice dayse These birds are fed whole oats with
gravel scattered on it three or four times a week, hay to pick in and
vegetable peelingass Also it has been found that the ducks will eat cottage

cheese made from milk, Water is put in pans each day for them to drink,

REFUGE DEVELOPMENT'- On an average about 12 WPA men have been worke
ing at the Preserve on experimental openings in the north east corner of
the buffalo pasture, The trees are being removed from a few areas of about
an acre in size so sprouts will come up on and around the stump roots and
8o the other small shrubs will not be shaded and can grow and in time furnish
mugh food for the deer and elk: Also much grass will grow in these places for
the buffalo to graze on. The green brush is being left in piles for the elk
to brouse one The elk have been working on the piles of green brush and it
has been found that they like especially the twigs and buds of the basswood
very much., Work is being done to fence off about sixty acres in the north
easg corner of the pasture where this work is being done so the sprouts and
plants will have a chance to get some growth before the elk and deer are all
allowed to oommence %o brouse them dowme About 600 straight oak and ash
poles have been hauled out of the area where work is being done, The poles
will later be cut into posts for use at this Preserve and other places where
they may be wanted, After the best poles have been taken out for posts, there
are a great many loads of good ash and oak wood left for to make wood to

burne This wood has been advertised for sale at $2.50 per load (4' x 4' X 12%)

but none has been solwd up until the present ,
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Public Relations and Visitors to the Preserve-~ Mr, J. C, Salyer,
Chief, Wild Life Refuges Division of the Blological Survey and Mre F. Ce
Gillett, Associate Refuge Manager in Region 9 visited the Preserve on
November 15, 1938, Mrs Gillett again visited the Preserve on January 12,
1939, Mre John Ball from the Washington Office and Mre Frank Van Kent from
the Biological Office at BismarcH visited this Preserve on Nov. 11, 1938
and also I drove them over tbh the Woodlake Marsh in the government pickup,
Mre. Burnie Maurek, Regional Director, Biological Survey, Region No, 9
visited the Preserve with John Dahl from the Devils Lake Biological Survey
office on December 1, 1938,

During the period there were the following other visitors: November
with 21 cars and 146/;isitors, December with 14 cars and 50';isitors. During
January we have had no other visitor;’besides those mentioned above.

Other Items= Grain is being put out on the Preserve for grouse,
pheasants and some small winter birds, The smaller birds eat the seeds
that are in the grain mainly. The regular maintenence work has been done,
the outside fence patrolled and about 175 loads of wood that was dead or

down given away to needy people witih orders from the Welfare Boardse

Us Se Game Management Agent,
Sullys Hill Geme Preserve,
™. Totten, N. Dak,
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Showing government truok being loaded up with post poles by
WPA Indians on the experimental work. All of the small crooked poles
and others not suitable for posts are left to be sold for fuel, It
has been noticed that the ash trees stand the dry weather better

Yhan any other of the trees that we have in thia aras.

~renge WHICh has been built across Sullys Hill. It caﬁ.be noticed
how the animals have grazed the grass inside and then the difference can

be noticed just outside where there has been no grazing.




WPA men working on experimental openings thinning out the timber

s0 sprouts, shrubs and grass will get sunlight and grow into food for /(,
o

the animals, All of the poles that will make posts are being saved and ;‘j',///

the smaller wood will be sold if possibles W Je

Showing another experimental opening. The brush is being hauled out
to other places for the elk and deer to feed on. The stumps are left rather

high so the sprouts will be apt to grow better, that is the stump will not

die ss easiiy. We find many trees that arefload.




'Sullya Hill south slope on Dec, 17; 1938, There is but a very
little snow on the hill, In the foreground it can be seen that there is but.

a little anow on the ground,
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NARRATIVE REPORT for SULLYS HILL NATIONAL GAME PRESERVE
Period- August 1, 1§38 to October 31, 1938,
WEATHER= We have had very nice weather during most of the
period except it has been very dry. There is nomm or almost no moisture
in the surface soil. It 1s believed that a great many of the upland game
birds as well as the migratory birds thm# have been lost becausze they have
not been able to get water to drink, Below there Has been given the
moisture that we have received during the lest three months and the

moisture that has been received on years of normel rain fall:

Received. Normal Rain Mall,
August 174 2,48
September .02 1,63
October 238 1,25

The Devils Lake Weather Bureau furnished the weather readings
shown above, There is no fresh water in this locality except the small

lake in the Sullys Hill Picnic grounds and the Sheyenne river which
and
(flows in a easterly direetionjﬁes about seven miles south of the Preserve.

WILD LIFE~ On the Sullys Hill Preserve, there are at the end of
o

v
October; 23 buffalo; 33 elk: 13 white-tall deer and 5 beaver, There are

Loz f‘;i“*— Vi e .

on one wing, the ducks(also have the feathers clippred on one wing and)were
donated to the Preserve recently by a private individuale

The buffalo are all in very good shape except the old bull and one
0ld cow that are not in as good conditions as the other animals, One 13

Y

‘year old bull was sold for meat during October. More buffala and also some

elk will be disposed of during the next few weeks, Not so much hasg been




=2=
aeen of the elk during the period except of an evening when we have gone ine
to the pasture a few times, The elk all look very nice and should be in
good condition because the grazing has been very good for the animals
in the pasture, Deer have come up near the buildings at times of an
evening. It 1s not known how many beaver there are on the small lakes Only
one has been seen at a time but much damage was done to trees for one
animal, They will be removed from the lake after a time and as soon as

we are able to dos s0.

REFUGE DEVELOIMENI'~ On an average about 12 WPA men have each
worked 100 hours during each of the past months. Also two maintenance
men have been on duty during the period, A septic tank about 4* wide,
4* deep and 18' long was constructed at the assistant's cottage; many
oak poles were hauled up and 1400 posts seven feet long were sawed up;
a fire guard was made around the post pile; we have cleaned up the leaves
around the buildings for fire protesction; several tons of hay have been
hauled from meadow and stacked in the pasture where we can get to it better
during the winter if the snow becomes deep; the corral has been gone over
and been repaired at different places so that it will be ready for capturing

animals when ever it is necessary and muny other amall jobs have been done,

PIBLIG RELATIONB = Below has been given the visitors that were

to the Preserve during the three months:

. Cars Visitors,
August 843 3984

September 667 3445

October 159
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Mr, Fo Co Gillett from the Omeha Ofrice, visited the Preserve
and looked over this area and the work that 1sb§%§g.done. Senator
Frazier of Rorth Dakota was to the Preserve and was taken over the
roads in the pasture ., Much time and care has been taken to see that no
smoking was being done in the pasture by working men or visitors.

ECONOMIG USES - About 125 loads of dead and down wood have been
given away to needy peoples Due to the drouth, many trees (especially
basswood gnd aspen) WK pEOK of all kinds gf jorasm have died here and
there on the hills and ridges. The wood given wway is picked up off of
the ground and hauled away. The cleaning up of the dead wood lessens the
danger of fire muche

OT'HER ITEMS < Grain has been put along the shore of the amall /
lake for the geese and duckse Many wild ducks and a few Canada Geesefi
have stopped on the asmall lake in the picnic grounds this falle The
water has gone down in the small lake but it has held up a little better
than during the same period a year ago, Highway No. 57 ie being straimghten=
ed and widened out across the Preserve lake shore land outside the
Preserves It has been neceasary torggg;eqnite a strip of trees in order
that the said road be straightened and widened oute During the last
few weeks, Devils Lake has dried up mmuch more; that is more lake bottam
is bare or not covered with water, Much alkali dust is being blownk

by the wind,

U, S. Game Management Agent,
Sullys Hill Game Preserve,
hig Totten, N. Daks




The lake bottom hay meadow is shown with Ft, Totten XHZIG (
l

N

¥
stacks can be noticed, Nine years ago this land was just wet lake bottom J |
¥ {

N
land and of no use until we drained it and muech work was put on it. Z/”d

Indian Agency in the background, About 45 tons of good hay in three

A very fine grove of live aspen trees, About three hundred yards
below this grove a good spring comes out of the ground, The water that
runs out at the spring opening must flow in shale and gravel under where
these trees are growing, Part of the Sullys Hill bufrfalo herd were resting
in the grove when the pleture was taken.




Entrance at the Sullys Hill National Geme Preserve. Horses and
cattle run loose during the summer outside the Preserve but a cattle

guard made of railroad rails keeps them from coming into the Preserve,

Ladies Rest Room in the Sullys Hill Picnic grounds, This building
is open during the summer season on Sundays and other holidays. 4 woman

is in charge of it when it is open, It is a govermment building,




Some Canada geese on the small lake in the picnio grounds. These

geese are rather tame, They have the feathers clipped off on one wing.

Visitors feed them bread and other things during the summer time,

A closer view of the same geese, Wild gmese and ducks frly down
and rest on the small lake during the spring and fall flights Grain
is put out on the shore for the birdss Many ducks have stopped on the

small lake this fall but not so many geese,




From the side of the road on a hill in the pasture. Devils Lake
i3 shown in the baockground and in the distance the other shore line

of Devils lLake can be notiged, It is about 6 miles ecross the lake,

This picture is the same as the above piecture except it shows
the road leading down and part of the wooded area of the Sullys Hill

Preserve, We have a pit of fairly good road gravel opened up at this

bPlace, The timber is Just as thick as it looks,

T o T —




Showing the hay corral, which has over 60 tons of hay stacked in
it for winter for the animals. The fire guard which is black, can be

noticed.

The capturing corral and Sullys Hill in the distances The

corral is all ready for the capturing of buffelo or elk as soon as the

weather turns a little colder.




North west corner of Sullys Hill lLake Shore land showing the
Ft. Totten Bay in the background, This is the north end of the bay

where it joins up with Devils Lake. The bay is all dry. The darker

area is just mud,

WFPA men and one maintenance man sawing up oak and ash posts

tO_be later hauled to other Refuges if they are needed,




On Sullys Hill Lake shore land showing where Highway 57 is

being made more straight,

Road equipment belonging to the contractor working on Highway
No, 57 on Sullys Hill Lake shore land. Back and over the tractor is

P, Totten bay, a part of Devils Lake, which is now dry,
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Barrels with water in them, two shovels and a fork along the
road side in the pasture for fire protection, Over the Preserve

there are a number of fire fighting stations as the picture showse .= '

Stone wall entrance at the pump house constructed by WPA

labor to keepthe soil from falling into the sntrance,




An aspen grove inside the Sullys Hill Preserve pasture, The

trees are almost all dead due to the dry weather. It can be noticed

that the bark on the trunks has not been damaged by elke

Assistant 's cottage on the Sullys Hill Preserve, It 1s a very

fine house and will be warm. It is all completed except storm windows

and the plumbing,




Y N 4
Mgt

3
v
&

$dT Jovudesny eviseerd LILH eyliv® edd eblzal evory meqes Oi
booldon od apso 3T . rediseow yrb edd of eub bped I[ls Jaomis o1s eseud

odlo yd Degsmsb meed Jom esd ednuxd edd mo dusd edd Fadd

e 4
70 &
i ah s o7 R -
*
. N3
. _.fi'
i B
o
2
Nopl
=3
" £
3
A
¥ . e
£ ; A
g R
76 -nvt{_?ﬁ
&
y -

.
&N

i -
s i

viov 2 a8l 31 .eveeserd [LiH eyilud edd ;o egsitos e'insdelisad

aewobalw mode dqooxe bedelqmoo [Is el 3T .mrew od [Liw bup eesor omil-

onutdnuclyq efd bus




»/44 u,z..“ d <'<J q‘

‘77 :),/J—? /738
Sullys H11 Jamary 31, 1939

ire. Burnie sdaurek,
Regiomal Director,
Bex 1269,
Chhl. Kebraska

Usar Nr. llaurek:

Refereriee 1o made %o ¥r, Parker's narrative report for the
three month period ending July 1, 1938 on the Sullys IAll Refuge,

In this report we note that the racoons and skunks were
responsible for the complete break up ef all goose nests. Vr. Parker
indieates that in the future a yard will be used to protect nesting
geesse from further predation,

%e realise that the nesting fascllities on this refuge are quite
limited, however, it may be pessible to build up a small nesting pepula-
tion through the decoy influence of the geese resident on the refuge.

The yard enclosing the nesting area should be s0 oonstructed
as to axolude raeocons or skunks, If the racoms and skunks are beocowm-
ing so mmerous as to be a menace to nestin: birds this office should
be advised of their approximate numbers and the extent of thelr damage,
Upon receipt of this information this offisce will authorise such control
measurentas are deemed appropriate.

Very truly yours,

¥ F. Eubichek
In Charge,
Seotion of liabitat improvement
Divistien of wildlife Refuges

o¢ attashed
REGLam




September 21, 1938

]
Sullys Hill

My, Burnie Maurek
Box 1269
Omaha, Nebraska

LCear Mr. ¥Xaurek:

Referenee is made to Mr. Parker's narrative report for
the three-month period emding July 31, 1938, on the Sullys
#111 Refuge.

In this report, we note the statement that 26 loads of
wood were given away to people in need. Speeifie authority
must: be received from the Washingtor office for the disposition
of Govermment-owned property and lr, Parker has no authority
whatsoever to give wood away without this prior approval. If
this wood has any sale value, it must, of eourse, be advertized
and sold on bid and should not be given away until we have define
itely proven that it cannot be sold.

Kindly instruet Mr. Parker to this effest.

Very truly yours,

A. C, El‘.r.
Assistsnt Chief,
Divieion of Wildlife Refuges.

+CEsmng




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

ADDRESS REPLY TO REGION No. 9
- OFFICE OF REGIONAL DIRECTOR N. E. MONTANA
406 POST OFFICE BUILDING NORTH DAKOTA
SOUTH DAKOTA

Sullys Hill R, NESRRE NEBRASKA

KANSAS

August 30, 1938

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survay’
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

There is enclosed a copy of Mr. Parker's Narrative Report
for the three month period ending July 31, 1938, which we have
made from the original copy he transmitted to us. Further reports
of this character will be submitted to your office in original
form as submitted by Mr. Parker,

We have instructed him relative to binding these reports and
it is felt that his future reports will be satisfactory and
interesting as well as valuable,

Very truly yours,
Burnie Maurek, Regional Director

By % s

M. &7 Furness
Sr. Administrative Assistant

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE [E% (H) [E) YEZ
/ \‘.;J‘/

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

Sullys Hill .
Report-Narrative Sullys Hill Ceme Preserve,
Fte. Totten, N, D).k.,
August 25, 1938,

Regional Director, Bureau of Biological Survey,
P, O. Box 1269
Omaha, Nebraska.

Dear Mr., Maurek:

This is the narrative Report for the three month:period ending
July 31, 1938, Memorandum No. 55 dated June 22, 1938 was received on Aug.
24, 1938,

Below there is given information concerning the weather for each of
the three month periods and the moisture received on normal years:

Received Normal rain fall,
May 2 21N 2,03"
June 1,36" 3.56"
July 4,78" BT

The information given above has been received from the Devils Lake
Weather Bureau. All looked rather bright at the close of liay as we had
already received a little more moisture than we received on a year of normal
rain falls But June was not so good. According to the Weather Buresau we
received but little moisture during the Month of June until during the
last week most of moisture for the whole month was received but it was far
short of the amount we usually receive., During the month of July we received
more moisture than is usually received in this regiongy For the three month
period we received 8,35" of moisture when on normal years we received 8,16"
of moisture. Although we did receive a normal amount of moisture for the
three month period, not near enough needed in June was received when it was
needed very much and then the ground is so behind on moisture that the moisture
received would soak right down into the soil and that near the surface would
soon evaporate. During 1933, 1934, 1936 and 1937 we were behind on the
amount of moisture that we should have receiveds A little more than normal
rain and snow fall was received during 1935, For the period from beginning
of 1933 to July 31, 1938 the Devils Lake Region was behind 22,01" of
moisture. ;

We have received enough moisture to. grow plenty of grass for pasture
and for the making of hay on the Preserve Area. But on the prairie land
in this region, enough moisture to grow good crops has not been received.
There is a small lake in the Sullys Hill Pichic -Grounds with fresh water in
ite There is no other fresh water near here that I know of except the
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Sheyenne river which is about 8 miles south of the Sullys Hill Preserve
where water fowl may stay and raise their young ones. To the best of
my knowledge there are no young water birds that have been raised this
sumrer except on the two water areas.
el

On the Sullys Eill ?reserve there are now 24 buffalo:/SS elk, 12
white-tail deer, 5 beaver (supposed to be) and 18 Canada Geese with clipped
wings. Of these there are 7 young buffalo and it has been e stimated that
there are 6 young elk., No young deer have been seen. Only one beaver has , 4 )q
been seen at a time and we do not know if there are more or not. 2

A few years ago, due to inbreeding as near as I could decide, one or
more crooked legged buffalo calves were raised each year. After five years a
new bull buffalo was shipped to this Preserve from the Wind Cave Preserve.
Since the new buffalo bull has become mature and able to keep the other
bulls out of the herd at mating time, no more calves with crooked legs
have been born into the herd. We have a very find herd of buffalo.

The elk are doing very well on this Preserve. It is believed that
if any thing they are growing a little smaller than they were 14 years
ago when the first elk were disposed of. It is my belief that it would be
a good plan to ship into this Preserve at least two new young bull elk.
The elk have been brousing the plants down rather closely and due to the
dry weather, many of the shrubs have died off.
No young geese were raised this spring since raccoons or skunks “”’
broke up the nests. We have a yard made where it has been planned to allow J
the geese to nest where it is believed they will not be bothered. We will
dipose of the animals that do damage when ever the chance comes up but it //
is a hard job to do, without killing something that we desire to keep. .~

About 30 young ducks have been raised on the small lake this summer.
Gulls have come into this region by the hundreds during the last few days.
Many stop on the small lake to get a drink of fresh water. They spend most of
their time out in the fields after hoppers though. There are some raccoons,
possibly a few weasels (none have been seen); possibly some mink (none have
been seen); a few gray tree squirrels and many pheasants down on the lake
bottom hay land, Some of the game birds and possibly a few of the animals
have been raised on the Preserve during the past few weeks.

During the past three months, the cottage for an assistant has been
completed, some of the other buildings painted, much work done along the
outside fence making a fire trail for truck use and improving the other roads
inside the Preserve. Some dams would be made on this area but we have not
been able to find a location for a dam with a bottom that would hold water,




During May, June and July, there were the following number of visitors
to the Freserve: (The number of cars have also been given).

Cars Visitors 1

May 551 3248 U 4.J
June 1036 47865 Py M
July 1094 5352 zr"‘/

A man has been on duty on Sundays and holidays counting the cars and
visitors. During the week days the cars and visitors are counted by a man on
duty, myself or one of my family. We always mean to get as near an exact count
as possible, We are careful that more visitors are not recorded than there
are those that come to the Preserve. A ladies rest room is open on Sundays
and holidays for the use of the public, Visitors are taken into the pasture
on Sundays and holidays and at other times if we are able to take them so they
will be able to look over the Preserve Area and see the animals if they are
near the road. Sullys Hill Game Preserve is ®lassed as a FIRST CLASS place
for visitors to rest, have their pienics, let their children play safely
on the equipment, plenty of pure fresh water and a clean place.

During the period about 16 WPA men have been working on the Refuge.
Some times there were more and some times there were not so many men workinge.
There were also two meintenance men working on the Refuge. The maintenance
men were used to run equipment mainly. 26 loads of wood were given away to
people in need. Those that received the wood would come to the Freserve with
an order from the local relief agent to the effect that the said person or
family wes in need. They were allowed to go up into the pasture (after
being informed not to smoke) and their loads were inspeoted as they come to
the Agents House. Only down wood was given away. The roads have been improved
to take visitors over and for fire protection. The trails have been made for
fire protection and to look after the animals,

Hoppers have come into this region Just like a cloud. They have done
some damage on the Preserve cutting off the meadow grass but that is about
all but just off of the Preserve they have done much damage to the cultivated

~crops mainly. On the lake bottom land about 60 tons of hay have been stacked v
for. winter feeding for the animals. For fire protection, it has been kept
clean around the buildings, the roeds have been kept freshly bladed, a fire

. . guard has been kept black around the corrals and hay stacks and water barrels
- _with sacks just about them in a tree are stationed at different places over

" the Preserve along the road. No one is permitted to start a fire or smoke in
the pasture or other places where there is danger of starting a fire where i%
is not wanted.

“

STt is believed that it would be very helpful if there was some plan whereby
the game birds could be fed grain off of the Preserve during two to three
months of the winter period. It is very hard for the birds to find food some
vyears when snow is deep and the grain and berry crop short due to drouth. No
pictures are available now but will plan on having some ready next report time.
With the kindest of regards, I am;
Very truly yours,

S/ Wesley D. Parker

Us S. Game Management Agent
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

ADDRESS REPLY TO REGION No. 9
i ey OFFICE OF REGIONAL DIRECTOR = T,
406 POST OFFICE BUILDING NORTH DAKOTA
> SOUTH DAKOTA
Sullys Hill OMAHA, NEBRASKA b e o
Narrative Report LA

September 3, 1938

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey
Washington, D. C.
Attention: Frank L. Earnshaw
Dear Sir:

There is enclosed another copy of Mr. Parker's
narrative report covering the three month period ending
July 31, 1938,

As you will recall, we sent you one copy of this
report a short time ago and just now remembered that your
office had requested two copies of this report., The first
copy submitted to you was one that was typed in this office
for the reason that the original copy was marked with several
notations before we noticed that it should have been trans-
mitted to you.

Very truly yours,

Burnie Maurek, Regional Director
¥ wia Ve

5 ,/&Kéé;%aAhkbnakZ—sh——’

M. J. Purness
Sr. Administrative Assistant
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7 A bc,.«é::*“}{‘{ { ‘/ﬁf ¢ PaylA
(Thia copy of tho Nar:ative Report for
- Earnshaw's Office since it is to take the place et the

_Mm.l : B aiee of

Sullys Hill sullys i1l Geno Preserve,\ o \"iﬂ% %
Report-Narrative. ™., Totten, li. Dak. '\C’f et
mgust 2H, 10 m-ﬁw
itegional Director, Bureau of 3iclogioal Hurvey, ;
P, 0, dox 1269, p

Omaha, hebraska. _N,WA d LAk _/ / .47,,.
Dear lr. Maurek: ' 2

This 1a the Narrative) report for the taree month gaw
July 81, 1938. Memorandum Ro. 55 dated June 22, 1936 wus recelved on .ug.
24, 1938, 2

Below there ia given informsution cencerning the weather for euch of
the three month periods und the moisture received on norunl years:

Racei ved Normnl rain fall.
Hny 2.21" 2.03"
June 1.38" 3.56"
July 4.78" 2.7

‘The information given above has been received from the levilas lLake
feather Jureau. All iooked rather bright at the close of May ua we had
alreudy received u little :0re roisture thun we receive on a year of normel
rail full. But June wus not a0 good. according to the Weather Iureau we
received but little moisture during the month of June until umeil during the
last week most of moisture for the whole month wus received but it wuas far
short of the amount we usually receive. During the month of July we received
more ranisture than is usually received in this region. Yor the three month
period we received 8.35" of moiature when on normal yeurs we receive G.l16"
of moiature. although we did receive a normal upount % gyu for the
three month period, not near enough wes needsd in June wlied it wus needed
very rmuch and then the ground is so behing on woisture thut the noisture
recoeived would sosk right down into the soil und that near tie surfuce would
s00n evaporate. During 1uidd, 1934, 1038 and 1937 we were behing on the
amount of moisture that we should huve received. . little more Llhun normul
rala and snow fall was received during 1935, For the period from beginning
of 1933 to July 31, 1938 the Devila Lake Region was behing 22.01" of
moisture.

We have received enough moisgture to grow plenty of gras: for pasture
and for the making of hay on the Preserve .reu. zut on the prairie lund
in this region, enough moisture to srow good orops has not besn received.
There is a amell lake in the 3ullys Hill Plenie (rounds with Presh water in
it. There is no other fresh wa.er near here tmf:;know of except the
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gSheyenne river which is about 8 miles south of the Sullys H1ll Proserve
whare water fowl may stay and raise their young ones. To the best of
my knowledge there are no young water birds that have been mised this
sumaer except on the two wuter arsus.

On the 5ullys Hill Preserve there are now 24 buffale, 35 elk, 12
white~-tuil deer, 5 beuver (supposed to be) and 18 Uanudu Oeese with clipped
wings. Of these thare are 7 young buffalo and it has been eatimmted thav there
are & young elk., No young deer huve been sesn, Only one beaver has been seen
at a time and we d0 not know if thers are more or not,

A few years ugo, due $o inbreeding as near as I could decids, one or
moyre crooked leg:ed buffslo culves were raised sach year. About five yeurs a
new bull buffalo was shipped to this Preserve from the Wind Cave Presorve,
sinoe %the new buffalo bull has beccme mature and able to keep the other
bullas out of the nerd at muting time, no more calves with erooked legs
heve been horn into the herd. We have a vary fine herd of buffulo.

The elk are doing very well on this Ireserve. It 1s believed thut
if any thing they are growing a 1little smallor than they were 14 yeara
ago when the first elk were disposed of. It is my belief That 1% would be
a good plan to ship intc this Preserve at least two neWy young bull elk,
The elk have been brousing the plante down rather c¢losely and due %o the
dry weather, m:ny of the shrubs have died off.

No young geese-were.ruissd-this-spring since raccoons or skunks
broke up the nesta, ¥e have a yard made where it has been plamned %0 allow
the geese to nest where it 1s believed they will not be bothered. e will
dispose of the animals that do dumage when ever the chance comes up buv it
is a hard jJob to do, without killing something that we desire to keep.

about 30 young ducks have been roised on the suall lakes this sumaer.
Gulls have come into this region by the hunderds during the lust few days.
Wany stop on the smali lake %o get u drink of fresh water. They spend most of
their time out in the fields ufter hoppers though, Thers are some raccoons,
poasibly o few weasels(none have been secn); possibly sone mink (none have
been seen); a few gray tree aquirrels and many phensants down on the luke
- botvom hay lend. Some of the guse birds and posaibly a fow of the animnls
have been raised on the ’resarve during the past mx few wesoka,

During the past three montha, the cottuge for un assistant hns been
completed, some of the other buildings painted, much work done along the
outside fence making a fire %trail for truck use snd improving the otirs roads
inside the Preserve. cue dams would be mude on this ares but we hive not
baeti abdle to £ind a location for s dem with a bottom that would hold waters
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buring Mauy, June and July, there were the following nuwsber of visitors
to the Preserve: (The number of cars have 1136 been givanj.

euars visitors
Hay 551 3248
June 1036 4785
July 1094 6552

A man has been on duty on Sundays and holidays counting the cars and
visitors. uring the week days the cars and vigltors are counted by a man on
duty, myself of one of ny family. We always mean %o get as near an exuact count
as possible. Je are careful thut more visitors ure not recorded than there 4
are those that come to the Preserve. A ladies rest room ia open on SBundays
and holidays for the use of the public. Visitors are taken into the pasture
on Sundays and holdidays end at other times if we are able %o tauke them so they
will be sble to look over the Preserve .rea and see the enimsls if they ure
near the road. Sullys Hill Genme Preserve is classed as a FIRGT CLASS place
for visitoras to reat, have their picnics, let their children play safely
on the e uipaent, plenty of pure freah wuter and a clean place.

During the psriod about 16 WPA men have been working tion the Refuge.
Some times there were more and some times thers were not so many meén working,
There wore also two maintenance men working on the Refuge. The maintenance
men wore used to run.equipment muinly. 26 louds of wood, were given away %o
people in need. Those that received the wood would cows t0 the Freperve with
an order from the local rellef agemtto the effect thut the auid person or
funnily was in need., They wore allowed to go up into the pasture (after Wimg
being informied not to smoke)end their locds were inapected as they come to
the igents iouse. (nly down wood wus given awaye. 1he roeds iuve been improved
t0 take visitors over and for fire provection., The ¥ruils hsave been made for
fire protection and to look after the animals,

r

Hoppers have corie into this region Jjust like a cloud. They have done

gowe damage on the Preserve cutting off the nesdow grass but that is about
all but Jjuat off or the ’reserve they have done much danmge to the cultivated
Srops taainly On.&he luke bottom land abomt 60 tons af hay have been stacked

ogliigeg IO the animula. My fire protection, it hes been kept

% S\\ 123, the ronda have been kept freshly bladed, a fire
gk around tae corrals and nuy stocks and water barrels

- in o tree are stutioned at different places over
v bud, No one is permitted to start « fire or smoke in
bas waere there is dnng;er")r avtarting ¢ fire wiere it

hat 1t would very helpful if titere was some plan whereby
e fed grain off of the Presgerve during two to three

the gume binde Md

montha of the winter rexiod. It is-very hurd for the birds to find food scme
yeurs waen smow is deep nnd the grain and beyry cerop short due to drouth. Ho
pietures are swvailable mow but will plun on having some Tready nexy repurs Yime.
With the kindest of regurds, 1 am;
Yery truly yours,

Us Sa llansngement Agent.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE //"f #ﬁi
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY
Sullys Hill
Report-Narrative
' Sullys Hill Game Preserve,
Fte. Totten, N. Dakc,
August 25, 1938.

Regional Director, Bureau of Biological Survey,
P. O+ Box 1269
Omeha, Nebraska.

Dear Mr. Maurek:

This is the nerrative Report for the three month period ending
July 31, 1938, Memorandum No. 55 dated June 22, 1938 was received on
Aug. 24, 1938,

Below there is given information concerning the weather for ocach
of the three month periods and the moisture received on normal years:

Received Normal rain fall.
May 2621" 203"
June 1:,56" 3+56"
July 4,78" 2.57" !

The informetion given above has been received from the Devils Leke
Weather Buresu., All looked rather bright at the close of May as we had
already recieved a little more moisture than we received on a year of normal
rain fall., But June was not so goode According to the Weather Bureau we
received but little moisture during the Month of June until during the '
last week most of moisture for the whole month was received but it was far %
short of the amount we usually receive. During the month of July we received ‘
more moisture than is usually received in this region. For the three month
period we received 8.35" of moisture when on normel years we received 8,16"
of moisture. Although we did receive a normal amount of moisture for the |
three month period, not near enough needed in June was received when it was |
needed very much and then the ground is so behind on moisture that the moisture ‘
received would soak right down into the soil and that near the surface would
soon evaporate. During 1933, 1934, 1936 and 1937 we were behind or +the
amount of moisture that we should have received. A little more than normal
rain and snow fall was received during 1935. For the period from beginning
of 1933 to July 31, 1938 and Devils Lake Region was behind 22.C1" of
moisture.

We have received enough moisture to grow plenty of grass for pasture
and for the making of hay on the Preserve Area. But on the prairie land
in this region, enough moisture to grow good crops has not been received.
There is a small lake in the Sullys Hill Picnic Grounds with fresh water in
it.e There is no other fresh water near here that I know of except the




Sheyenne river which is about 8 miles south of the Sullys Hill Preserve
where water fowl may ‘stay and raise their young ones. To the best of
my knowledge there are no young water birds that have been raised this
sunmer except on the two water areas.

On the Sullys Hill Preserve there are now 24 buffalo, 33 elk, 12
white-tail deer, 5 beaver (supposed to be) and 18 Canada Geese with clipped
wingse. Of these there are 7 young buffalo and it has been estimated that
there are 6 young elk. No young deer have been seen. Only one beavéer has
been seen at a time and we do not know if there are more or not.

A few years ago, due to inbreeding as near as I could decide, one or
more crooked legged buffalo calves were raised each year. After five years a
new bull buffalo was shipped to this Preserve from the Wind Cave Preserve.
Since the new buffalo bull has become mature and able to keep the other
bulls out of the herd at mating time, no more calves with crooked legs
have been born into the herd. We have a very finé herd of buffalo.

The elk are doing very well on this Preserve, It is believed that
if any thing they are growing a little smaller than they were 14 years
ago when the first elk were disposed ofe. It is my belief that it would be
a good plan to ship into this Preserve at least two new young bull elke.
The elk have been brousing the plants down rather closely and due to the
dry weather, many o6f the shrubs have died off.

No young geese were raised this spring since racoons or skunis
broke up the nests. We have a yard made where it has been planned to allow
the geese to nest where it is believed they will not be bothered. We will
dispose of the animals that do damage when ever the chance comes up but it
is a hard job to do, without killing something that we desire to keep.

About 30 young ducks have been raised on the small lake this surmer.
Gulls have come into this region by the hundreds during the last few days.
Many stop on the small lake to get a drink of fresh water. They spend most of
their time out in the fields after hoppers though. There are some raccoons,
possibly a few weasels (none have been seen); possibly some mink (none have
been seen); a few gray tree squirrels and many pheasants down on the lake
bottom hay lande. Some of the game birds and possibly a few of the animals
have been raised on the Preserve during the past few weeks.

During the past three months, the cottage for an assistant has been
completed, some of the other buildings painted, much work done along the
outside fence making a fire trail for truck use and improving the other roads
inside the Preserve. Some dams would be made on this area but we have not
been able to find & location for a d am with a bottom that would hold water.
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During May, June and July, there were the following number of visitors
to the Preserve: (The number of cars heve also been given).

e Cars Visitors

Yoy May 551 3248
i June 1036 47885
July 1094 5352

A man has been on duty on Sundays and holidays counting the cars and
visitors. During the week days the cars and visitors are counted by & man on
duty, myself or one of my family. We always mean to get as near an exact count
as possible. We are careful that more visitors are not recorded than there
are those that come to the Preserve. A ladies rest room is open on Sundays
and holidays for the use of the public. Visitors are taken into the pasture
on Sundays,and holidays and at other times if we are able to take them so they
will be‘I6ok over the Preserve Area and see the animals if they are
sear thé road. Sullys Hill Geme Preserve is classed as & FIRST CLASS place
for visitors to rest, have their picnics, let their children play coalely
on the equipment, plenty of pure fresh water and a clean place.

During the period about 16 WPA men have been working on thec Refuge.
Some times there were more and some times there were not so many nen working.
There were also two maintenance men working on the Refuge. The maintenance
men were used to run equipment mainly. 26 loads of wood were given avmy to
people in need. Those that received the wood would come to the Preserve with
an order from the local relief agent to the effect that the said person or
femily was in neede They were allowed to go up into the pasture (after
being informed not to smoke) and their loads were inspected as they come to
the Agents House., Only down wood was given away. The roads have been improved
to take visitors over and for fire protection. The trails have been made for
fire protection and to look after the animals.

Hoppers have come into this region just like a cloud. They have done
some demage on the Preserve cutting off the meadow grass but that is about
all but just off of the Preserve they have done much damage to the cultivated
crops mainly. On the lake bottom land about 60 tons of hay have been stacked
for winter feeding for the animals., For fire protection, it has been kept
clean around the buildings, the roads have been kept freshly bladed, a fire
guard has been kept black around the corrals and hay stacks and water barrels
with sacks just about them in a tree are stationed at different places over
the Preserve along the roads No one is permitted to start a fire or smoke in
the pasture or other places where there is danger of starting a fire where it
is not wanted.

It is believed that it would be very helpful if there was some plan
whereby the game birds could be fed grain off of the Preserve durinz two to
three months of the winter periode It is very hard for the birds to find food
some years when snow is deep and the grain and berry crop short due to drouth.
20 pictures are available now but will plan on having some ready next report
tize.

With the kindest of regards, I am;
Very truly yours,
S/ Wesley D. Parker
U. Se Game Management Agent

R e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ‘ \
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

IN—WE{LY/REFER To Sullys Hill Game Preserve,

Quarterly Report, Ft, Totten, N. Dakots,

March 31, 1938,

Chief, Bureau of Biological Sirvey,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Two elk and one young buffalo were disposed of during the quarter,
One buck deer died due to some sharp grasses or grass causing a sore under
his tongue and on the side of his jawe The deer was wild and it is believed
that the sore did not drain out as it should, At the end.of the quarvter there
were the following animalg on the Preserve: 17 buffalo; 27 elk; 12 ‘white
tail deer and rivevbeaverw There may be more or less beaver than five, We have
not been able to count themes It is believed that there are fewer than five
beaver if anything. They stayed in the bank or shore of the of the small lake
last winter and there was not puch fresh water in the lake for them Yo work
in, Thergqéiso 18 Canada Geese on the Preserve with clipped wings,

Coyotes have not been inside the Preserve fence this winter as far as
is known. A4 fox“was noticed inside the fence tho, There are a mmber of
radcoons, a few weasels-and possibly a pair of mink on the Preserve area.

We have done nothing to make their numbers fewer because they are hunted and
trapped as soon as they go outside the fence., But if the geese will nest this
spring where we can help proteect them, raccoons will be killed if possible
that come near the nests, Last spring a raccoon broke up two goose nests.

. v

During the winter three bald eagles and three golden eagles were noticed
on the Preserve, The bald eagles did not stay longe Nuthatches, woodpeckers,
chickadees and two brown creepers stayed here all wintere Tallow was put out
for them near the buildings. During the end of March, many juncoes, tree
sparrows, a few robins, black birds, Indigo buntings, hawks and crows were
noticed on the Preserve. Horned larks and prairie larks were noticed out on _
the prairiee All of the birds last named were migrating, 4bout 100 pheasants
and 80 grouse were fed on the Preserve during the quarter. About fifty of
the yellow legzged prairie chickens were noticed feeding up in the pasture
at one time where feed had been scattered out for theme, It was a mild winter
and it is believed that not many of the game birds were lost due to the lack

of proper food.

There are all of the eanimals on the Preserve that there should be
here nowe The pasture has not been overgrazed due to the mumber of animals on
the range but due to the dry weather the grass has not made much of a growth
during each of the last four years, It growes leas on the south slopes due
to the rain not remaining in the ground there long and the animals graze on the
hillsides more than in the timber or on the lower land, There is still plenty
of grass in the timbered area that is green but it does not make such good
pasture.,We hope much moisture is received here during the next few weeks, If
we do not receive the moisture, the pasture will not be so goods We still have |
a good supply of hay to carry over for next winter which is & very good thingﬁjﬂ\

to have singe the hay crop may be short this yeare My
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Since the snow melted during the first half of lMarch, no more fires were
made in the pasture to burn up brush where the WPA men were working. Much care
has been taken with the stoves in the cottage, cook car and shop, The outside
fence has been patrolled from one to two times a week to see that fence was in
shape and the animals were not being bothered in any way.

About 10 WPA men have been working on trails in the pasture. About two
miles of traila(for fire protection and to be able to get over the timbered
area better) have been made by cutting down the trees level with the ground
and where it was necessary the stumps were removed, Two carpenters and a helper
have been working on a cottage. The chimney has been constructed, siding put
on, shingles put on, windows put in and work commenced inside the buildinge, This
job has gone along slowly because the work has been delayed since the material
was not received on time, working during the cold weather and just the few
men each only working 100 hrs. each per montho The work is being well déne.

It will be a very nice and warm cottage when completed, Besides the work
mentioned, a store room has been made in the shop building and some tables
from the picnic grounds repaired and painted,

During the winter quarter the roads off of the highway have been blocked
or hard to travel and we have had bat few visitora, During the quarter there
were 29 cars (one a buss) and 318 visitors, From now on the number of visitors
will commence to inocrease if the weather remains fair on holidays especially,

A great many odd jobs have been done during the quarter not mentioned
aboves Also hay has been put out regularly for the game animals when ever
they needed it,

With the kindest of regards, I am;

%sruly ygurs, @y M .

Copy maile{to Omaha. U. S. Management Agent,

P, S. No mention was made concerning the reptile life on the Preserve since
what few reptiles we have were not active., Also no mention has been made
concerning any farming operations since none were done during the winter
months.
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Copy of report of said date. Please refer to Mr.Esrnshaw,. / v

o - P

-
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE \/‘C
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY /

IN REFLY REFER TO Sullys Hill Game Preserve >
Sullys Hill Ft. Totten, N. Dakota,
Quarterly Report. March 31, 1938,
Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey,
Washington, D. C. 7
2 Mors, )T
Dear Sir: e ————— e

v

Two elk and one ¥mxxking young,baéralnwwere disposed of during the
quarter. One buck deer died due to some sharp grasses or grass causing a
sore under his tongue and on the side of his jaw. The deer was wild and
it is believed that the sore did not drain out as it should. At the end of
the quarter there were the following animels on the Preserve: 17 buffalo;

27 elk; 12'white tail deer and five' beaver. There may be more or less beaver
than five, We have not been able to count them, It is believed that there
are fewer than five beaver if anything. They stayed in the bank or shore

of the small lake last winter and there was not much fresh water in the lake
for them to work in. There are also 18 Canada Geese on the Preserve with
clipped wings.

Coyotes have not been inside the Preserve fence this winter<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>